Visual Art Review

Rock Solid XXV: Barre stone art
show celebrates 25 years
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By Mary Gow, Arts Correspondent

Giuliano Cecchinelli: “Relaxed”, photo by Jeb Wallace-Brodeur

A small figure, arms crossed and legs stretched out semi-reclines on a roundish rough
quartz rock. The figure’s head tilts upward. With smooth curves and expressive posture,
the figure looks surprisingly supple, even as it is carved from Barre gray granite, in
“Travel Upon a Cloud” by Barre master carver Giuliano Cecchinelli.
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Above Cecchinelli’s traveler, in “Abiquiu,” a lithograph collage drawing by Claire Van

Vliet, of Newark, a full moon floats in a black sky just above towering rock formations.

Cecchinelli’s figure, in this moment, is perhaps watching that moon.

This compelling pairing of “Travel Upon a Cloud” and “Abiquiu,” at the entrance of the
Main Floor Gallery at Barre’s Studio Place Arts, welcomes viewers to Rock Solid XXV,
on exhibit through Oct. 25.

“‘Rock Solid” exhibitions, a SPA tradition since 2000, showcase stone sculptures and
assemblages by area sculptors and works that depict the beautiful qualities of stone.

This year’s show features work by 23 artists.

Nick Santoro: “Pneuma”, photo by Jeb Wallace-Brodeur
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With this celebration of stone, viewers are encouraged to take the Barre Art Stroll and
see 14 public granite sculptures around downtown — from the 1899 Robert Burns

statue to recently installed granite bike racks.

SPA’s Second Floor Gallery features “Fruiting Bodies” by Marisa Green, of Worcester,
with cut paper and multimedia work exploring natural systems and emotional
connections between people and plants. Green is the 2024-25 SPA Studio Resident.
This annual award provides an artist with a SPA studio for one year at no charge to
build a new body of work for exhibition.

Marisa Green: “Give and Receive”, photo by Jeb Wallace-Brodeur

In the Third Floor Gallery, works by Susan Smereka in her solo exhibition “constant
continuum” include watercolor, collage, printmaking pieces, and small artist book
projects, all relating to the loss of her brother 10 years ago.
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In Rock Solid XXV, said Sue Higby, SPA executive director, “There are beautiful

examples of abstract use of stone, figures and objects.”

Slate, marble, limestone, granite, alabaster, shale, and more are all there in various

forms and sometimes combinations.

Tracey J. Hambleton: “Blue Quarry (diptych)”, photo by Jeb Wallace-Brodeur

Gold leaf glows against black slate, lining a vertical gash in a tall slender slate column,
in “The Gilt Sword of Damocles” (2025) by Christopher Curtis, of Waterbury Center.

The sword of Curtis’ title refers to Damocles, who served in the court of the Greek tyrant
Dionysius the Elder in the 300s B.C.E. After Damocles flattered Dionysius’ opulent
lifestyle, the king offered to change places for a day. With the swap, Dionysius
suspended a sword above the throne, dangling by a single horsehair, signifying the

ongoing peril hanging over a ruler.
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In his artist’s statement, Curtis explains that the piece expresses his frustration and

anger with the current administration.

“Flipping the narrative of its traditional meaning, Trump has made himself the threat.

Today, the sword is not hanging above the leader — it is in his hand,” says Curtis.

Elongated pebbles encircle a sharp-edged unworked stone, in South Hero artist Mary

Kim Lavery’s abstract mosaic of slate and mixed media “Standing Tall” (2025).

“‘Man with Dog” (2025) in marble, by Evan Morse, of Newton, Massachusetts, may bring
to mind ancient Egyptian statues that celebrated the man/dog relationship. In Morse’s
piece, a dog with perky ears stands on the lap of a man sitting upright on a compact,

perhaps throne-like seat. Looking straight ahead, he strokes his canine companion.

Evan Morse: “Man with Dog”, Photo by Jeb Wallace-Brodeur
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Zahra Dana, of Randolph’s “Spill Your Guts,” limestone (2025), looks as soft as unfired

clay, with its silky-smooth organic curves.

In “Teeter Totter” (2025) by Bruce Hasse, of Charlotte, two stones are at opposite ends
of a familiar playground fixture. The reddish one of the pair weighs down its end, almost

into the pool of resin below.

“Fruiting Bodies,” Green’s solo show on SPA’s second floor, is about plants and people.

“It's about the hidden systems — mycelium networks, veins, neural pathways, breast
ducts, cells. It's a way for people to see themselves in plant structures,” said Green,
standing by a set of three of her intricate cut paper pieces, each one with tendrils of

organic lines.

Green has an eye to the energy and aura of plants and people. Circular colored pencil
pieces with swirling marks consider the reciprocal nature of being with plants or in a

garden.

“It's kind of spiritual, but also the scientific piece of it,” said Green.

A small digital microscope lets viewers look at leaves, flowers, their own skin to see

some of these patterns.

The third-floor exhibition, “constant continuum” by Susan Smereka, coincides with the
10th year since her brother’s death. With her mostly monochromatic works, the gallery
has a quiet, tender feeling. Smereka’s chronicle of grieving has been private — none of

these have been shown before.

Peter Smereka was a mathematician and physicist. A couple of his academic papers

are in the exhibition. His intellectual pursuits are also present in his sister’s art.



A two-sided sewn collage “figure” (2025) hangs over the stairwell — his calculations,

notes, even doodles are among the figures incorporated in it.

A tiny, palm-sized piece is composed of small pieces of paper Smereka wrote on and
positioned in the corners of a room. Realizing they were barely noticeable, she stacked

them together — their words imbedded in the piece but not visible to be read.

Studio Place Arts

Studio Place Arts presents Rock Solid XXV, “Fruiting Bodies” by Marisa Green, and “constant
continuum” by Susan Smereka, through Oct. 25 in the SPA Galleries, 201 N. Main St. in Barre.
Hours are 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday-Friday; 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday; call 802-479-7069
or go online to www.studioplacearts.com The public Art Social is 4 to 5:30 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 20.

mgow@gmavt.net



http://www.studioplacearts.com/
mailto:mgow@gmavt.net

