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Sue Higby, Studio Place Arts’ executive director since 2003, is being honored with the Governor’s Arts Award’s 2025 

Walter Cerf Medal for Outstanding Achievement in the Arts Wednesday at the Southern Vermont Arts Center in 

Manchester. She is pictured on her 20th anniversary.  Photo by Jeb Wallace-Brodeur 

 

 

‘Working in stone is expensive, takes a high degree of skill, and puts a tremendous 

strain on the body. There is a lot of fantastic work created in local studios, but our 

community members never get to see most of it. Most works are created in studios and 

then shipped to universities or other buyers across the continent,” said Sue Higby, 

executive director of Studio Place Arts, back in 2010. She was introducing me to SPA’s 

annual Rock Solid exhibition. 

That year not only was Rock Solid XI in the gallery, Sue had arranged for the 

temporarily vacant lot next door to open as a sculpture park. Lawn and flowers were 

planted; walkways laid out. Working with area stone carvers, Sue arranged for a half 

dozen monumental stone sculptures to populate this pop-up public space. 

The park was always intended to be short-lived, as the new building construction was 

already in the works. 



Sue remarked then on “how public art is so essential to the way people enjoy their 

community. When people have a lovely place to interact with public art, they spend 

more time in those areas, and they feel very proud of those areas.” 

That fall visit was one the first times I was at SPA. Then, and in the 15 years since, I 

have written about nearly 40 SPA Main Floor Gallery exhibitions. Every time I see Sue’s 

boundless dedication, and the important role SPA has built in the community for people 

to experience art, to make art, and to learn art. 

This year Sue is being honored by the Vermont Arts Council as a 2025 Governor’s Arts 

Award recipient. On Wednesday at Manchester’s Southern Vermont Arts Center, Sue 

will be presented with the 2025 Walter Cerf Medal for Outstanding Achievement in the 

Arts. The award is presented to individuals who have made a sustained contribution to 

the arts and have had an impact on Vermont’s cultural life. 

The Governor’s Arts Award cites some of Sue’s achievements: “She organizes more 

than 24 exhibitions annually on the venue’s three floors, oversees art classes for all 

ages, and manages the 1885 building that SPA owns and operates. She expanded 

exhibitions to nearby businesses, created an annual artist-in-residence program, 

developed the Quick Change Gallery from a vintage telephone booth, and manages the 

14 artist studios in the building, among other projects. 

“In addition to providing exhibition opportunities to hundreds of artists from the region, 

Higby champions Vermont’s stone carving history by organizing an annual stone show, 

and she conceived and manages the Stone Sculpture Legacy Program, which has 

increased public sculptures in Barre, including ‘Coffee Break,’ ‘Culmination,’ the ‘Granite 

Zipper Park,’ and a group of sculptural bike racks. She also devised an ‘Art Stroll Guide’ 

to these sculptures.” 

Sue builds connections with artists — giving them opportunities to show the public their 

work in diverse in-depth exhibitions. Some 400 artists present in SPA’s shows through 



the year. Artists know that their rights to self-expression are valued and protected at 

SPA — its Freedom of Expression policy is posted at the entry and adhered to. 

Through her tenure — Sue started as SPA’s executive director in 2003 — she has 

organized upward of 450 exhibitions. In the Main Floor Gallery recent themes have 

ranged from “Violaceous,” focused on the color purple, to thought provoking social 

commentary exhibitions like “Beacon of Light.” Solo and small group exhibitions are 

presented in the upstairs galleries. 

Beyond SPA’s walls, Sue organizes exhibitions at other downtown locations — currently 

including at the Morse Block Deli, at 159 North Main, and at the Barre Auditorium. 

On that first visit to Rock Solid XI, I was amazed at Sue’s creativity and determination in 

seeing the opportunity of a temporarily empty lot. to bring community together with art. I 

am not as surprised any more, but I am always a little awed by the ways that she 

continues to bring art and community together. 
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